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 Have you ever wondered 
about the science all around us? 
Plants grow and change, the Sun rises to 
warm the Earth, and matter changes from one 
form to another.  Investigate Life, Physical, Earth, and Technology 
science topics with Rourke’s My Science Library. This library explores 
NSTA science standards with engaging text and colorful images to 
support readers from kindergarten to third grade. 
Are you ready to investigate?

Books in My Science Library:
Animal Adaptations
Animal Habitats
Earth’s Changing Surface
Floating and Sinking
I Use a Mouse
Living or Nonliving?

Magnet Power
Matter Comes in All Shapes
Me and My Shadow: A Book about Light
Plant Adaptations
Plant Life Cycles
What’s the Weather Like Today?
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Comprehension & Extension:

• Summarize: 

 Describe some different features of the 
 Earth’s surface. 
 How does the surface of the Earth change?

•	 Text	to	Self	Connection:

 Have you ever been on a trip with your friends 
 or family? 
 If you could visit any part of the world, where   
 would you go? 
 Why would you like to go there? 

•	 Extension:

 The book discussed many different ways the   
 surface of the Earth can change. Draw a picture of  
 something you thought was interesting and write  
 about why you chose it.

Teaching Focus:

Vocabulary: Adjectives

Adjectives are words 

that describe. Look in 

the book. Find words 

that describe 

(For example: giant, 

big, quick, deep). 

Level:	J						Word	Count:	191
100th	Word:	Earth’s (page 11)

Sight Words I Used:
are
of
out
when
with

Vocabulary Check: 

Use glossary words in a 
sentence.

Levels
  1

-2

Levels
  1

-2

Tips on Reading this 
Book with Children:

1.	 Read	the	title.	

 Predictions – after reading the title have children  
 make predictions about the book.

2.		 Take	a	book	walk.

 Talk about the pictures in the book. Use content  
 words from the book as you take the picture walk.

 Have children find one or two words they know  
 as they do a picture walk.

3.		 Have	children	find	words	they	recognize	in	the	text.	

4. 	 Have	children	read	the	remaining	text	aloud.

5. 	 Strategy	Talk	–	use	to	assist	children	while	reading.
	 •	 Get	your	mouth	ready
	 •	 Look	at	the	picture
	 •	 Think…does	it	make	sense
	 •	 Think…does	it	look	right
	 •	 Think…does	it	sound	right
	 •	 Chunk	it	–	by	looking	for	a	part	you	know

6.	 Read	it	again.

7. 	 Complete	the	activities	at	the	end	of	the	book.
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 The Earth’s surface is made of 
land and water. It includes the 
oceans and all of the land above 
and below the oceans.

Surface Features

Only about one quarter 

of the Earth’s surface is 

land. The rest is covered 

with water.
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 There are many bumps and 
grooves on Earth’s surface. These 
bumps and grooves are called 
landforms.
 

Mountains are the 
tallest landform 

on Earth.
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 Fast or slow, Earth’s surface is 
always changing.

slow change

fast change
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 The Earth’s surface is made of 
many big slabs. Faults are giant 
cracks between the slabs. These 
slabs can move and slip past each 
other at faults.

Quick Changes
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slab

slab

fault



1. What do parts of the Earth’s   
 surface look like?

2. Name some of the things    
 that can cause Earth’s surface  
 to change quickly.

3. Explain some of the things that  
 change Earth’s surface slowly.
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Glossary
earthquakes  (urth-KWAYKS):  sudden, violent shaking 
 of the Earth that may damage buildings and 
 cause injuries

erosion  (i-ROH-zhuhn): the wearing away of something 
 by water, wind, or glacial ice

faults (FAWLTZ):  large break in the Earth’s surface    
 where earthquakes can occur

glacier  (GLAY-shur): a slow-moving mass of ice often 
 found in mountain valleys or polar regions

surface  (SUR-fis): the outside or outermost layer 
 of something

volcano  (vahl-KAY-noh): an opening in the Earth’s    
 surface through which molten lava, ash, and hot gases   
 erupt, sometimes violently
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